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I wns recently rnade aware of thc upcoming decision to cut or complctcly reruove the
lalily planning pro$run from ths statc of Montana. I helieve this wouli bc a big
misti*e, aucl not only will the peoplc using the pn)grurn sulfer, but so will the teJt ol'tL
econ0my.

I have treen directly affected by the help of thc Famiry pranning progmm. I bcgzur
uLilizing Family Planning when I was fourteen ycars old and am now twenty-fcrur years
old. As m0st of us knowi fourtcen is an extremcly yourrg trgo to begin having sexufll
intercourse. Although I ttiorrght I wa.s mfltilrc aad oid *n*gh to rnafe *y oni dccisions.
thc only rigfit one I made wus going to Family PJanning. 'Ihe help and knowledge I was
givcn through this program kcpt me ilnd my partners safc from prlgn*"y antl rlissases
and ovcrall, savcd nry lifb.

What are we tellirrg our children and young adults uow if wc rcmove one ol"the biggesf
rnost effcctivc ways to kcep thcm safi: ancl educatcd? Faunily Plauning is about rcacling
out to tlre youngr"'r gcucrations iurd saying, "'He/r ws ctrrr't $top you from having scx, hut
wc call'l'ttACH you aboul ilrc risks, and give you the tools you'll nccd to kccp yourself
and your partnffs satb. withoul this prognrm, where will they go? How mu"h *or"
comrnon is tccn prcgnaficy going to become? It's already a probl.:m as it is, why would
we take away tlre help that is offcrcd to notjust tens and y()ung $dults, but to thc older
generalion as well?

On beharlf of all ofthe young teenagers out thcrc, I ask you, plciue don't get rid of thc
qro8ram lhat's trying ur lrelp our younger generation. This ptograrn i* needed so greatly.
Within the last year alone I have referred two youlg leenagcrs thut l know personally to
the Furily Plunning Clinic- If there 's no progt'am to hclp thcm, where ore ihey to go?
Please think ol'the cons€quences we could all facc ifthis program is taken away.

Sincerely,

rSl,ruaui&U
Savanna R. Bcll
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